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ON THE JAMAICA DOGWOOD. 


Dr. Hamton, during a visit to the Antilles, was struck by the power- 
ful narcotic effects on fish produced by the bark of the roots of the Pis- 
cidia erythrina, or Jamaica dogwood Thinking that this might be of 
utility as a medicine, he found that the tincture, prepared by macerating 
the bark of the roots gathered during the period of inflorescence, and be- 
fore the appearance of the leaves (the piscidia being one of the few de- 
ciduous trees indigenous within the tropics) in four times its weight by 
measure of rectified spirit for twenty-four hours, and filtering, was the 
only eligible mode of preparation. The following was his experiment, 
its result. 

“ Having been for some time a martyr to the toothache, which had des _ 
prived me of my natural rest, I determined to make the first trial of my 
new medicine upon myself; and accordingly, on pone to bed, mixed a 
drachm measure of the tincture with a rummer of cold water, and drank 
it off—waiting to observe its effects. Soon after receiving it into the sto- 
mach, I experienced a violent sensation of heat, which gradually increas: 
ed in intensity, awakening in my mind a suspicion that the predictions of 
my friends, who assured me I should poison myself, were on the eve of 
fulfilment. However, the deed was dete and I resolved to abide the 
issue without flinching. The sensation of burning eoeey, extended 
itself to the surface, and while I was considering what antidote J ought 
to employ, a profuse diaphoresis burst out from. every pore, and a sleep 
the most profound [ ever experienced arrested me so abruptly, that I re: 
mained motionless for the whole night, with the uncorked phial in one 
hand and the glass out of which I had taken the dose in the other, till after 
the sun was high above the horizon on the following morning, a space of 
twelve good hours, when I first returned to consciousness, free from every 
pain or ache, and without any of those urpleasant sensations which in- 
variably succeed to an overdose of opium. 

“T had certainly taken a larger dose, than was, perhaps, necessary ; 
but the result was most triumphant. I afterwards employed it with equal 
success, as a topical application, in a number of cases of carious teeth, 
introducing it on a dossil of éotton into the diseased cavity ; and after a 
single application, I never heard of a return of pain in that tooth. Wish. 
ing to compare its powers with those of opium, | took gyre of 
water, containing the animalcule of the mosquito, and having dropped 
ae of the tincture of opium as was necessary to 
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make them fall motionless to the bottom, I added an equal number of 
drops of the dogwood tincture to the other, with a corresponding effect. 
I then decanted the supernatant liquor, and washed the mass of animal- 
cule in each glass with fresh filtered water from the dripstone ; after a 
few ablutions, those which had been stupefied by the tincture of opium 
recovered, and swam about with their wonted vivacity, while all my ef- 
forts to revive those acted upon by the dogwood proved ineffectual.’ 

Dr. Hamilton subjoins certain cautions as absolutely necessary to be 
kept in view. “First, the bark of the roots should be collected about 
the period of the full moon, in April, at which time the tree is in full 
flower, or coming into flower, and the leaves have not yet unfolded. 
Next, that the best rectified spirit alone should be used in making the 
tincture—the active principle of the bark being only soluble in spirit, 
and precipitating on the addition of water, with which it makes a milky 
compound. It is impossible that a longer maceration than I employed 
might be successful in extracting more completely the active principle ; 
but it might be desirable to divide the tincture so obtained, keeping that 
made.during the first twenty-four hours distinct from the second, or mak- 
ing a portion with twenty-four hours’ maceration, and another portion 
with forty-eight hours’ or more ; and comparing, by some common test, 
the relative qualities of each. ‘The following is the formula for the tinc- 
ture I used:—R. Pulveris crassi corticis radicis piscidie erythrine, § }. ; 
spiritus vini rectificati, {3 iv. Macera simul per horas viginti et quatuor 
in vasi aperto et cola. Dosis f3j., et infra ex haustu aque pure.”— 
Pharmaceutical Journal. 


HYDATIDS OF THE UTERUS. 


[Tue last No. of the New Orleans Medical Journal contains a paper 
which was read before the Medico-Chirurgical Society of that city by 
Dr. J. F. Beugnot, relating to a case of uterine hydatids. The patient, 
who had been married five years when she came under Dr. B.’s care, 
had never had a child, but had been subject to frequent enlargements of 
the abdomen, followed by large discharges of water from the uterus. At 
one of these discharges, Dr. B. detected the remains of hydatids with 
the water, and in order to remove these from the uterus, he determined 
to inject a liquid strong enough to destroy them, but not sufficiently irri- 
tating to injure the patient. We quote his own words :—] 

I proceeded in the operation as follows. The patient being placed 
near the edge of her bed, | applied a speculum and exposed the os uteri. 
I then introduced with great care into the opening of this passage the 
rounded extremity of a male catheter, which I had previously straightened. 
I inserted the catheter gradually, and introduced it as far as possible, stop- 
ping only when I met with a fixed resistance. At this point the catheter 
was parallel to the axis of the speculum, and its extremity was beyond 
this instrument. Before I commenced, J had taken care to prepare a 
syringe, such as is used for injections into the tunica vaginalis in operat- 
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ing for hydrocele, and to introduce into this syringe about six or eight 
ounces of cold water, in which I had diluted about one drachm of the 
alcoholic tincture of iodine. | introduced the extremity of the canula of 
the syringe into the mouth of the catheter, and slowly injected the liquid 
through this canal, into the uterus ; a portion of the liquid seemed to re- 
main in this organ, and the excess escaped through the mouth of the ute- 
rus, and fell into the speculum, which was inclined so as to conduct it 
outwards. The injection accomplished, I withdrew the instruments. I 
then had the patient placed at. her ease, and awaited the result. A few 
seconds after the operation, violent pains dans le bas ventre were experi- 
enced, which rendered it necessary to resort to baths, and an anodyne. 
During the first twenty-four hours, the patient continued to suffer very 
much, but to my great satisfaction during this short space of time, she 
expelled seven hydatic sacs, which were carefully preserved in water, and 
submitted to my examination, and to that of Dr. Valetti, who aided me 
in my treatment during two or three weeks. These hydatids, which 
were somewhat distended by the liquid they parr were all of 
them a little exceeding in volume a large hen’s egg ; they were all of the 
same form. 1 cannot describe it more precisely than by comparing it toa 
stomach with its two outlets removed : the resemblance is perfect ; the 
sac having, like the stomach, two curves; a larger and a smaller one; 
two culs de sacs ; two openings very near each other, and situated near 
the centre of the small curve: these openings communicated with two 
ducts ; one of these, about an inch and a half in length, was marked by 
transverse rugz, and terminating in an opening slightly fringed ; the other, 
about fqur inches in length, was smoother and larger than the first, and 
terminated in a wide opening. This form is by no means that indicated 
in the books. In examining this subject, 1 have found no description 
which resembles that I have just made. Ina word, the hydatid of the 
uterus is an animal of the simplest form, consisting of a mouth, an ceso- 
phagus terminating in the stomach, in which all the phenomena of diges- 
tion take place, and from which the excretions pass through an intestine 
terminated by an anus. 

1 would remark here in anticipation, that during the course of the nu- - 
merous injections which | made, I was so fortunate on one occasion as to 
visit my patient a moment after she had expelled une vesicule a. 
of large size, and very perfect; which, when thrown upon floor, 
gave signs of life, analogous to those of the intestines of animals just 
butchered. I placed this hydatid in a bowl of warm water, where its vi- 
tality was still more perceptible, and shortly observed that it filled itself 
with the water in which it was floating. Its movements were chiefly in 
the short duct terminating in a fringed opening, and were of four kinds : 
contraction followed by dilatation, and shortening followed by elongation. 

To return to my patient. Twenty-four or thirty hours after the first 
operation, the pains subsided and finally disappeared. At the end of five 
or six days, there was a manifest improvement in the condition of Madame 
Simon B. who, encouraged by this first trial, did not hesitate to submit 
to a second injection, which I made with the advice and aid of Dr. De 
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Valetti. The second operation was attended by identically the same ef- 
fects as the first, and was followed by the discharge of one or two hyda- 
tiform sacs. From that time I repeated the injections every eight or 
ten days, and in this way I effected the discharge of 20 to 25 hydatids 
successively, some of which were shrunk, and strongly impregnated with 
iodine. On one occasion the patient discharged a kind of cluster, of the 
thickness and length of a ond igeon’s egg, and consisting of a central 
stem proceeding from a base, ood divided into a number of sinall fibres to 
which granulated bodies, of the size of a barley-corn, were attached. 
Several of these bodies, which were more developed, had a vesicular ap- 

rance, and a form like that of the hydatids completely developed. 

this cluster a ? It seemed probable. 

d ,as Madame S. B. disch these sites, W pre- 
had s0 long troubled her, she her’ habitual bad health 
disappeared ; her size diminished, and every symptom of good health be- 

to manifest itself more and more. Very soon the injections, which 
were always followed by pains, occasioned no more discharges of hyda- 
tids, and I discontinued my treatment, deeming Madame S. B. cured. 
Five months passed before this result was obtained. Was it nec 
then to resort to a prophylactic treatment ? ‘To decide on this point, 
was first to become acquainted with the causes which govern the origin 
and the development of the hydatids, and then to endeavor to remove 
my patient from the influence of these causes. The authors I consulted 
were almost all silent upon this interesting question : those who touch on 
it in general agree in considering the hydatids of the uterus as resulting 
from false conception. It is true, that hitherto these parasites have been 
found only in married women ; I am not aware that they have ever been 
observed in virgins. But do our observations suffice to admit that the 
alleged false conceptions of the books are the true cause of the formation 
of hydatids? I shall not attempt to solve this problem, which will 
doubtless call into exercise the penetration of the naturalist, but will 
leave the subject, gentlemen, for your private examination. 

As I was unacquainted with the causes of the disease I had been treat- 
ing, I took no precautionary measures to guard against its future return. 
Two years passed, during which | saw Madame S. B. very often, and 
found that her health was generally good. In the course of this period, 
the lady with her husband removed to the other side of Lake Ponchar- 
train, to the plantation of Mr. E. B. Early last year (1844) I was vis- 
ited by the husband, who came full of joy to announce to me that his wife 
believed herself really pregnant. I was delighted with this news, for I 
considered that pregnancy was an indication of a perfect cure. Five or 
six months later | was again visited by the husband, who now appeared 
less joyful. The ancy of his wife had not assumed a positive 
character, and she n to entertain fears of the ble return of a 
disease from which we had supposed her forever relieved. I requested 
him to bring his wife to the city ; which was done some weeks later. A 
careful examination soon convinced me that the fears of the lady were 
but too well founded. She was not pregnant, and her uterus had again 
become distended by the hydatids of a new formation. | 
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This relapse might be attributed totwo causes. Either | had not con- 
tinued the injections long enough, and had thus left behind sone germs, 
which had subsequendy become developed ; or supposing all the germs 
to have been destroyed, exposure anew to the unknown causes of the dis- 
ease had occasioned its rewurn. In either case it became necessary at 
once to destroy, and provoke the expulsion of the hydatids. The methed 
was known, and I at once resorted to it. Strange to say—this time the 
injections of the diluted tincture of iodine were ineffectual, — they 
excited very great pains. After many fruitless attempts, I called Dr. 
Luzenberg in consultation, who advised the use of the infusion of the 
secale cornutum, administered in the form of injection, and of drink at 
the same time. Deeming this advice good, | hastened to it. Bu 
like the injection of iodine, it was followed by violent expulsive pains, 
though unattended by the discharge of any of the hydatids. On one oc- 
casion, however, a large quantity of water was discharged and this cis- 
cumstance confirmed me in my diagnosis. At length, being much at a 
loss, | thought of employing corrosive sublimate, and proposed it to Dr. 
Labatut, whom I met on one occasion in attendance on my patient. 
—— of my suggestion. 

then prepared an alcoholic solution of corrosive sublimate, in: the 

ion of half a drachm (demi gros) of sublimate to one ounce of 
alcohol, adding hydrochloric acid ; 1 then mixed about two dessert s 
(cuillerees a cafe) of this liquid in six ounces of water, which { injected 
into the uterus in the way already described. On this occasion, either 
by. chance, efficaciousness, or better luck, the injection was followed by 
the expulsion of two hydatids, perfectly identical with those 1 have de- 
scribed. I continued this treatment every week, and very soon, after the 
re ee of many other hydatids, my patient recovered her health. 
t is now three months since my patient was restored to health. With 
the view of preventing the return of the disease, 1 have advised her to 
visit the city every month to receive one or two injections of the weak 
solution of corrosive sublimate. She has followed my advice, and | hope 
to prevail upon her to continue the treatment for a year longer. 
observations which I have now presented to you are not as com- 

og as might be desired. I will render them more so hereafter, if possi- 

. Such as they are, | thought them interesting enough to ment some 
notice among our labors. In concluding these remarks, 1 would state 
that before making the irritating injections which brought about the re- 
covery of Madame S. B., I reflected on the danger attending their use. 
Any liquid poured into the uterine cavity, must, under ordinary circum- 
stances, be rapidly conveyed into the Fallopian tubes by absorption and 
capillary attraction. From the Fallopian tubes into the peritoneal cavity 
there is but a step, and a liquid poured into this cavity would almost ne- 
cessarily develope a peritonitis, which might itself socn terminate fatally. 
1 was not myself que with any fact on which to ground this ap- 
prehension, but Dr. De Valetti informed me that he had somewhere read 
of a fact which should make one exceedingly cautious in injecting the 
uterus, This was the case of a woman, who being treated with an in- 
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jection of the watery solution of iodine into the uterus, with the view of 
curing the fluor albus, sank soon after under a very severe peritonitis, 
which was the consequence of the injection. 

But a woman whose womb is filled with hydatids, is under very different 
circumstances, and the apprehension of this danger is less. Indeed, it is 
natural to conclude, that the hydatids themselves would serve as mechani- 
cal impediments to the passage of any liquid through the Fallopian tubes, 
and thence into the peritoneum. This passage being prevented, all 
medicinal action would take place within the uterus, and would be limit- 
ed to the destruction of the parasites in that organ, and to the develop- 
ment of expulsive irritation. 

Still, it should not be inferred from the fact I have just related, that 
uterine injections are always harmless. On the contrary, I think them 
dangerous under ordinary circumstances, and I should advise their em- 


ployment with the greatest possible reserve. 


MEDICAL TREATMENT AND CLASSIFICATION OF THE INSANE. 


A Report of the Metropolitan Commissioners in Lunacy to the Lord 
hancellor of England, presented to both Houses of Parliament, has 
lately been published. From a review of it in the British and Foreign 
Medical Review, we copy that portion which relates to the medical treat- 
ment of insanity and the classification of lunatics.] 
The medical treatment of the insane was an object of careful inquiry, 
and although the commissioners often found difficulty at getting at the oath, 
et on the whole they trust they have gained a tolerably correct know- 
edge of the means employed. They found great diversity of treatment. 
In some exclusion and safe custody seem to be the sole objects, no plan 
of cure being attempted. For this a resident medical man, or one very 
near, is necessary. Many asylums having less than 100 patients are 
under the management of persons ignorant of medicine, and are visited 
by a medical man at a distance. Several of the private asylums are the 
property of physicians who reside in them, and many of these appear to 
treat their patients with judgment and skill. Amongst the most frequent 
causes of insanity in paupers are habitual intemperance, poverty, grief, 
disappointment, want of sufficient sustenance—all tending to weaken and 
exhaust the body, a condition often aggravated by sending them to work- 
houses, instead of to asylums, where ther might have at once medical 
treatment. ‘The general opinion of the best informed medical attendants 
is that the most successful method of cure of pauper lunatics is to remove 
this state of bodily weakness and exhaustion, by a restorative plan cal- 
culated to reproduce a vigorous state of bodily health. For this purpose 
are employed a nutritive and tolerably full diet, consisting of a conside- 
rable proportion of animal food, wholesome bread, milk porridge, a milk 
thickened with various farinaceous substances, and good broth, with a 
moderate quantity of malt liquor, ale or porter, and in some extreme 
cases wine or other stimulants. Warm clothing and bedding, and a mod- 
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erately warm and dry atmosphere, are indispensable in promoting the cure 
and comfort, as for most part the circulation is languid, and suffering 
arises from exposure to cold and damp. “ Exercise in the open air in 
cheerful airing-grounds ; baths, either warm or cold, according to the state 
of the circulation, and the habitual temperature of the skin ; frictions pro- 
moting cleanliness and dryness of the surface of the body, and tending to 
keep up the action of the bloodvessels to a certain healthy standard, are 
generally found to promote the restoration of patients whose cases are of a 
curable description.” ‘These are often assisted by tonic and stimulant 
medicines. ‘The whole of this plan is said to prove beneficial only when 
there are no signs of congestion of the brain, or tendency to epilepsy or 
a topical bleedings and counter-irritants are then necessary. 
e tonics most used are carbonate of iron, cinchona, sulphate of quina, 
gentian, combined with aloetics if there be costiveness, or with astringents 
when in cases of great debility there is diarrhoea or dysentery. A moist 
or relaxed state of the skin, with cold extremities ; a shrunk or shrivelled 
surface, with a livid and blotchy, or pale and yellow complexion, and 
feeble circulation, frequently co-exist with insanity arising from depressing 
causes ; and great advantages are said to arise from carbonate of ammo- 
nia, in frequent doses, for a considerable time. Emetics and erful 
tives, unless indicated by any temporary disorder, are said in this 
of insanity to be injurious. It is the testimony of the best-informed 
medical superintendents that the restoration of bodily health is accom- 
panied with marked improvement in the state of the mind. There are, 
as may be supposed, some medical superintendents who do not either 
practise or agree to this very judicious system. 
commissioners believe that an ample supply of sufficient food is 
one of the most important aids towards the relief or cure of insanity 
among the poor. ‘They have been assured by various intelligent ve pod 
intendents of asylums that insanity has been frequently alleviated, and re- 
peatedly cured, solely by increasing the quantity of wholesome food ; and 
It is in consequence of their y sr00e that the amount of food allowed to 
pauper lunatics, and the rate of payment made for them in private asylums, 
which is sometimes too low to remunerate the proprietor for a more li 
supply, should be under the control of official visiters. External warmth 
is very necessary in this debilitated state. Exercise is very important, 
but for the most pauper lunatics are shut up in small cheerless yards. 
There is a difference of opinion as to the use of opiates. Some abjure 
them, others look upon them as most valuable in cases of agitation and 
excitement, and have recourse to them on all occasions when want of 
sleep and restlessness produce debility and exhaustion. “ This last 
practice seems to be gaining ground. Preparations of opium and other 
sedatives, given in repeated and sufficient doses, are thought by the best 
informed practitioners, who conduct the medical treatment in the large 
asylums, to be of great efficacy in subduing excitement and agitation, 
and conjoined with the use of baths, cold applications to the head, anti- 
igusngllien, and aperients, are said to promote the cure of mania in the 
early and acute stages.” Several instances are recorded, at the licensed 
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houses of Bethnal Green, of patients having been restored to reason, in 
a very short time, by the skilful administration of opiates. 

These observations on treatment apply principally to recent cases ; in 
chronic ones medicine is of less efficacy, but much may be done by skilful 
medical and moral management. 

The classification of lunatics is one of the most important ameliorations 
in their management which has been introduced of late years. ‘The prin- 
ciple consists in distributing them according to their mental disorders, 
and in associating those whose intercourse is likely to be mutually bene- 
ficial, and in separating others who mutually annoy and irritate. The rules 
have been entirely founded on experience. 

Ist. 'The first object is the separation of dangerous lunatics from others, 
keeping them in one or more separate divisions, surrounded by a suffi- 
cient number of experienced attendants. 

2d. Restless and noisy lunatics require separate wards and airing- 
grounds, removed as far as possible from those of a quieter sort. In some 
asylums, where there is no such arrangement, there is an appearance of 
restless agitation among all the patients. : 

3d. Dirty patients, such as fatuous persons, insensible to the calls of 

nature, require a separate department. 
classification of melancholy patients requires great dis- 
crimination. ‘They are often aware of the state of others, and their own 
condition, and contemplate with horror the prospect of being reduced to 
the plight of demented or violent maniacs, if associated with them; so 
that they should not be placed with those whose intellects are more 
deeply injured than their own. They occasionally derive benefit from 
the comparison and contrariety of their several illusions, and are cheered 
associating with patients of a lively and excitable habit of mind. 
rom their suicidal. tendency they require careful watching. In the 
Lancaster Asylum the suicidal patients are associated with the cheerful, 
and with advantage. 

Sth. Epileptics should be kept apart. Their fits alarm the timid, and 
they themselves are injured by the excitement of the noisy. At Lincoln 
they are placed in dormitories, where an attendant, who is ¢d so as to 
have a complete view of the apartment, watches them throughout the 
night ; a plan deserving imitation. 

6th. tranquil and convalescent are placed together. 

The Gloucester Asylum is a fair specimen of the classification in 
county asylums. ‘The different classes are as follows: a, quiet patients 
and those approaching convalescence ; 6, the epileptics ; c, the fatuous ; 
d, the dirty and noisy ; and e, the working class, forming a distinct body, 
consisting of convalescents, and some incurable patients who are yet ca- 
pable of cultivating the garden and grounds. 

The classification of the Lancaster Asylum 4s the most complete. On 
each side are ten wards. 1. Cases of dementia, associated with active, 
orderly and quiet cases, who have been some time in the house, and can 
render the demented assistance. 2. Recent cases, associated with orderly 
and active ones as above. 3. Patients who have not manifested a ten- 
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dency to violence, to suicide, or toescape. 4. Convalescent cases, a few 

old cases, and one or two suicidal cases. 5. Refractory and excited 

cases. 6. Suicidal, with cheerful and watchful cases. 7. Refractory 

patients, and violent epileptics. 3. Epileptics who are not violent. 

9. Aged quiet ones of long standing, and a few suicidal cases. 10. In- 
cases. 


a. 


CASE OF DISCOLORATION OF THE SKIN. 
By John Stackhouse, M.D., of Patriot, Indiana. 


Tur case, the particulars of which I am about to relate, possesses in- 
terest on account of its relations to medical jurisprudeuce, and is, there- 
fore, probably worthy of being preserved. 

A family moved into this neighborhood some time since, and not long 
after they came, the mother, who was pregnant, was taken with a bilious 
affection which, though slight at first, finally confined her to her bed. 
One of the most distressing symptoms in her case was a difficulty of 
breathing, attended with something like spasms, when she was in the re- 
cumbent posture. This, I supposed, grew out of the pressure of the fe- 
tus on the abdominal aorta. In about three weeks from the supervention 
of her indisposition, she was delivered of a female child. At first, being 
occupied with the case of the mother, | paid but little attention to the 
infant, but on inspecting it closely the next day, I was induced by its a 
— to suspect that it might be a mulatto. Its hair was very bl 

g, straight and fine, feeling somewhat woolly. The white of its eyes 
was clear, and showed more than it usually does in the white race. 
iris and pupil had the dark complexion seen in the mulatto; the head, 
from the forehead to the occiput, was longer, and from temple to temple 
narrower, than common ; the base of the nose was well raised, and its 
not broader or flatter than is usual in white children ; its lips, if any differ- 
ence, were somewhat thicker, and on the inside were of a bluish ; the 
hands and feet were delicate, and the latter corresponding in the heel and 
instep to the Caucasian form. The skin of the face was as dark as it is 
found on the mulatto, but there was something peculiar in its appearance, 
such as might be given by dusting the surface with a puff-ball. Along 
the back the color was very dark, as also down the belly ; the remainder 
of the skin was of the mulatto color. 

The meconium not having been discharged, I ordered castor oil, but 
my directions were not obeyed, and on the second day an evacuation of 
it took place, from the action of the colostrum. The child was observed 
to be unusually drowsy, to sleep more than was natural, and was roused 
by the mother, even to nurse, with difficulty. Something like spasms 
were early seen when she was raised up; at the same time her bowels 
were irregular, though the stools were not unnatural in color, nor was the 
urine discolored, nor her diapers stained by that secretion. 

Symptoms of bad health continued three weeks, when she was 
seized suddenly with an alarming convulsion. I found her shortly after 
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laboring under what might have been taken for a case of spasmodic 
croup. An emetic of ipecacuan was administered, which operated twice, 
with the relief of the symptoms, for the time. In the evening of the 
same day, however, the spasm returned, the breathing becoming very 
difficult. 1 resorted to bloodletting and a warm bath, from which she 
obtained pretty speedy relief, and passed a comfortable nig under the 
influence of minute doses of calomel and ipecac. The following day, 
about 11 o’clock, she was seized with another convulsion, which continu- 
ed, with occasional intermissions, until 11 o’clock, at night, when it sub- 
sided ; but at the same hour the next day the spasms again supervened, 
thus seeming to have assumed a periodical character, recurring at regular 
intervals. . in this manner they continued to come on for four days, and 
were not followed by fever. After this time, they began to anticipate, 
appearing daily at an earlier hour, and extending further into the night, 
and were succeeded by fever. On the tenth day after she was attacked 
by convulsions, she died. 

report having become common that the child was a mulatto, the 
parents agreed, the day after burial, that the body should be disinterred 
and examined. Six physicians were present at the autopsy. ‘The first 
circumstance which struck us, was the staining of the shroud of a deep 
saffron color, by a fluid which had run out of the nose. On opening the 
trachea an unusual amount of yellow mucus was found lining its walls. 
The bloodvessels of the brain appeared to be in a state of congestion, 
but the substance of that organ exhibited a healthy appearance ; a tea- 
spoonful of water was contained in the right ventricle. 

On laying open the abdominal cavity, the bowels ted a delicate 
tinge of yellow ; the liver was cut into and appeared r than natural, 
and otherwise unhealthy. ‘The examination was not carried further. 

Could this have been a case of jaundice, unaccompanied by the usual 
discoloration of the eyes and of the urine ! 

Is it not possible tat the bilious disorder of the mother was communi- 
cated to the foetus in utero, which came thus to present the appearances 
described. 

Are there any certain marks for distinguishing a mulatto from a white 
child after several days interment ? Is the hair of mulattoes black, straight, 
and generally longer than the hair of white children ; or is it curled at 
birth; or does it become curly in three or four weeks? Have they 
more black upon the back and abdomen than on other parts, and do their 
feet partake of the peculiarities of the Caucasian foot ? 
| These are some of the questions which seem naturally to arise on a 
review of this case, and concerning which it would be well if the pro- 
fession had more precise information, coming up as they occasionally do 
in courts of justice, and eliciting from medical witnesses the greatest con- 
trariety of opinion. ‘The reader will perhaps decide at once, that all the 
appearances exhibited by this infant arose from disease, and this decision 
may be a correct one; but it is enough to show that the question is not 
of such easy solution, that the who inspected the body of the child 
did not come unanimously to that conclusion — West. Med. Journal. 
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EXTENSIVE DISEASE OF THE STOMACH. 
By J. M. Paul, M.D., Philadelphia. 
B. G., aged 59 years, a gentleman of a nervo-sanguineous temperament ; 
active, industrious, and temperate in his habits ; had enjoyed perfect and 
uninterrupted health, with the exception of slight and occasional attacks 
of diarrhoea, for the last year of his life. 

On the evening of Wednesday, the 19th of March last, he returned 
home from his place of business, much fatigued in body and in mind; 
complaining of weariness and aching of the limbs, chilliness, sore throat, 
headache, and some febrile excitement. His wife persuaded him to 
bathe his feet in hot water, with the addition of mustard, and to take 
some magnesia and Epsom salts, which he did, and retired to bed. 
During the night he experienced great restlessness, pain in the head, 
nausea, and some — of bilious fluid, with a sensation of distress at 
the epigastrium ; but symptoms were ially relieved by the o 
the purgative medicine he had taken, ond towards 
felt himself better, and slept. 

I first visited him about 11 o’clock on the Thursday morning ensuing, 
and found him laboring under a slight fever, some headache, oppression 
at the stomach—with an obscure tenderness on pressure. The epigas- 
trium yielded, on percussion, a ym nitic sound ; the tongue was coated 
and white ; the pulse moderately full, but regular. He was directed to 
keep perfectly quiet ; to take, occasionally, a mixture of the citrate of 
potash with sp. nitri dulcis; to apply a sinapism over the epigastrium, 
followed by a mush poultice ; and to use ice, and mucilaginous drinks. 
In the evening he took six grains of the blue mass, and repeated the 
warm foot bath. 

On Friday, the Qist, he felt so well as to be abte to return to his 

e of business, and there he continued until late in the evening, attend- 
ing to his affairs. In the evening he returned home much fatigued—com- 
plaining of chilliness, headache, &c. Bathed his feet in hot water and 
comand, took a cup of weak tea, and retired to his bed. His wife gave 
him, in the night, some magnesia, which operated well, but he had a 
restless night ; some wandering, headache, and a sense of weight or ob- 
struction at the pit of the stomach ; flatulence, and occasional nausea, but 
no vomiting. | 

On the morning of the 22d I found him feverish, with a pulse full and 
active ; tongue coated with a thin, white covering ; and complaining of 
pain in the head; his bowels had been freely moved. 1 took away 
3 xvj. of blood, which relieved his head ; it was buffy and slightly cup- 
ped ; re-applied the mustard over the stomach, followed by poultices of 
mush, and directed a mixture of the bi-carbonate of potash, with a little 
camphor water, to relieve his flatulence ; ice to be taken 
applications to the head ; mucilaginous drinks, &c. 

These remedies gave him comfort, and in the evening he was better, 
and expressed himself much relieved. 

At night, he took six grains of the blue pill, and repeated the foot 
bath ; continued the ice, poultices, and mucilaginous drinks. 
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On Sunday, the 23d, he continued much the same; his symptoms 
were, however, milder. The same was 

On Monday morning, the 24th, he appeared convalescent ; expressed 
himself as decidedly better; the fever had subsided; pulse good and 
regular ; head relieved ; stomach more comfortable, though still exhibit- 
ing some tenderness on pressure. There was considerable muscular 

tration, but the general aspect of the patient was good and favorable. 
There was nothing present to indicate danger : the patient, indeed, thought 
himself almost well. During my visit, 1 carefully examined the epigastric 
and abdominal regions, and finding that pressure still gave him pain, by 
way of precaution, I proposed that some twenty leeches should be ap- 
plied over the painful part, to be succeeded by a large ewe of corn 
meal ; to this he acceded. The leeches were applied, but were a long 
time in taking hold ; this caused the patient great fatigue, from the con- 
fined position to which he was necessarily subjected. A small quantity 
of blood was drawn by the leeches ; after they fell off he deol into a 
sleep, which lasted for half an hour, when he suddenly awoke, jumped 
out of bed to go to the chair, as had been his custom, reached the middle 
of his chamber, became faint, and was near falling, when he was assisted 
to bed with difficulty. 

I saw him half an hour after this occurrence ; found him utterly pros- 
trated ; breathing rapidly, and with a pulse of 150 to 160 a minute. I 
immediately gave him freely of brandy, aromatic spirits of ammonia, and 
hot nourishment ; hot bricks were applied to the feet, with sinapisms, 
&c.; but without much, if any, effect. Pulse continued rapid and fee- 
ble ; prostration extreme. 

At my request, Dr. Caspar Morris was called in consultation. He con- 
sidered the patient as alarmingly ill ; approved of the stimulants, and sug- 
gested the application of a blister over the epigastrium, cold to the head, and 
ice to be taken intemally, and wine whey to be substituted for the brandy. 
This was at 2 o’clou.k, P.M. I continued with him, and Dr. Morris 
saw him again in a few hours. The indications of sinking continued, 
and the case was evidently hopeless. The mind of the patient was col- 
lected and clear; had no idea of his danger, and could not feel that he 
was ill. He died about 6} o’clock, yr in a gentle sleep. 

Autopsy.—Present, Drs. Paul, C. Morris, and J. Neill. The external 
a of the body generally, were natural; some lividity existed 

the extremities. abdomen was opened through the linea alba : 
the adipose tissue was one inch in thickness. On displaying the viscera 
in their natural position, there was exhibited a slight adhesion of the 
omentum — to the parietes, at the epigastric region. Large patches 
of coagulated lymph were found upon the t omentum, which ex- 
tended to the left hypochondriac region, completely covering the anterior 
face of the stomach, and a portion of the spleen. The superior face of 
the liver was also found to be coated by a lamina of coagulated lymph, 
which could be removed in masses. peritoneum of the parietes of 
the abdomen exhibited a venous injection, and the cavity contained a 
pint or more of serum. 
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The stomach was removed, and found to be exceedingly heavy, 
weighing, probably, one and a half pounds; it contained a thick fluid 
of a light brown color. Its walls were about half an inch in thickness 
—the increase being principally in the cellular and mucous coats. The 
cellular coat, near the cardia, was filled with coagulated lymph, which 
became less firm near the middle; at the pylorus, the cellular coat was 
distended to the same thickness with serum. The mucous coat exhibited 
great changes in structure and appearance—being much thickened, and 
very firm ; its hue was florid—the color being deeper at the greater cur- 
vature. Its surface ted a very rough, granular formation, each pro- 
jection being about the size of a grain of coffee, or larger. These were 
dense and unyielding to the touch, and more vascular than the surround- 
ing tissue ; they were more numerous at the greater curvature. 

The liver presented no unusual appearance in its glandular structure. 

A section of the upper part of the jejunum, and a section of the ileum, 
were examined ; but presented no appearance of disease in any of their 
coats, except the injected peritoneum. 

The examimation was interesting in many respects. It proved that, 
with such altered structures, the case was beyond the reach of medicine. 
It presented traces of great inflammation, with little accompanying pain. 
It presented abnormal structures, which must have taken time to 
during, apparently, the enjoyment of good health. It shows that exten- 
sive disorganizations may take place in some tissues, without the occur- 
rence of any symptoms by which their existence is revealed to either the 


patient or his physician.— Trans. Philadelphia College of Physicians. 


EXTRA-UTERINE FCETATION. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 
Dear Sirn,—The following case, in its successive stages, has afforded 
me much interest, and if you consider it worthy, you are at liberty to 
give it publication. 

Mrs. Johnson, of Bradford, was married November, 1838. In the 
spring of 1841 she had suspension of the menses for two or three months, 
and presented some other signs of pregnancy. In January, 1842, in my 
absence, she consulted Dr. Longley, of Haverhill, for what she supposed 
to be prolapsus uteri. She was then three months advanced in her first 
pregnancy. He told her, if that was the case, in two or three months 
it would cease to trouble her. He did not make an examination. I think 
it did ‘not trouble her much after that period of time. In July following, 
I attended her in her first labor, which was natural and easy. She had 
a rapid convalescence. ‘Two months after, she consulted me about this 
same prolapsus uteri, as she considered it. She described it by saying 
that something descended low in the vagina, and that, after she had walk- 
ed some distance, or stood upon her feet for some length of time, it would 
make its appearance externally. She also complained of some pain in 
her left hip ; and also of a pricking and uneasy sensation in the lower 
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and left region of the abdomen when she rode in a carriage. It was not 
then convenient for me to make an examination per vaginam, but I told 
her that I would, and advise her of a course to be pursued. But soon after 
this, without the proposed examination being made, she left for New 
York, where she spent some time on a visit with her friends. After her 
return, | heard nothing respecting it till last December, at which time she 
was seven months advanced in her second pregnancy. I told her it could 
not be prolapsus uteri, and proposea an examination. 1 found, on exami- 
nation, a tumor between the rectum and vagina, soft and flabby to the 
touch. This tumor, she said, descended so as to come in sight whenever 
she stood upon her feet for any length of time, and had done so ever since 
her first confinement. As to the nature of this tumor, I was then unable 
to form any opinion. 

March 5, at 7 o’clock in the morning, I was called to attend her in 
her second labor, the membranes having been ruptured several hours. Os 
uteri undilated ; pains slight and irregular, and continued so through the 
day and night following. March 6, at 7 in the morning was called again. 

ins at this time were regular and somewhat severe ; os uteri still 

remained rigid ; the abdomen presented that appearance which is peculiar 
in cases of twins, and the skin covering it was dark and discolored. By 
noon the os uteri became fully dilated, and the pains still continued ; head 
presentation ; the anterior fontanelle to the arch of the pubes. Although 
pains continued during the afternoon, labor p but little, in con- 
sequence of the obstruction from the tumor which nearly filled the —_ 
No motion of the child had been perceived for the last 24 hours. Hav- 
ing consulted Dr. Longley, of Haverhill, I punctured this tumor from the 
rectum with a large trocar (after having first introduced an explorator to 
ascertain its contents), and drew off about one pint and a half of fluid, 
about the consistence of molasses, in color and appearance — 
meconium, without smell. ‘The contents of the tumor being removed, 
labor progressed, though slowly. After waiting about two hours, I a 
os the forceps and finished the labor. I was obliged to evacuate 

dder for ten days with the catheter. She gradually improved, and 
was able, on the 25th, to leave her chamber. 

On the 27th, she felt pain in the lower region of the abdomen, and 
had constant inclination to pass urine. On examination, I could feel a 
tumor above the pubes inclining towards the right, and extending half 
way to the ribs, and descending between the vagina and rectum to the 
peritoneum. Pulse 130; respiration hurried ; abdominal tumor tender 
to the touch. On the 28th, I punctured, as before, by the rectum, and it 
discharged one quart and one half pint of an offensive fluid, thinner than 
before, and resembling coffee with a large portion of milk in it. This 
gave her much relief. In ten days it filled again, and about the same 
quantity was discharged in a similar manner. In five or six days it filled 
again, and in the act of vomiting, burst into the rectum and disc 
about one quart. It continued to discharge at intervals, at the rate of 
about one quart a week till the time of her death, June 2. After this 
fluid was discharged, a tumor could be felt, per vaginam, posterior to the 
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uterus and on a level with it, and also externally a little above the pubes. 
Mrs. Johnson’s pulse for two months preceding her death varied from 120 
to 130, and for the last month was very feeble ; respiration at all times hur- 
ried and attended with a slight cough ; stomach irritable, and rejected almost 
everything she took. 7 

ost-mortem, twenty hours after death, in the presence of Drs. Long- 
ley and Flint of Haverhill, Cogswell of Georgetown, and Messrs. Parker, 
Bartlett, Greenleaf and Poor of Bradford. External appearance—whole 
body very much emaciated ; anterior surface of the cbdomen presenting 
a dark-brown appearance, with ecchymosis extending towards the thorax. 
An ovoid tumor can be felt within the abdomen, extending more than 
half way to the ribs. Laid open the whole thorax and sbininen, The 
apex of the right lung tuberculous; the inferior posterior part of the left 
lung showed sigas of recent inflammation. Heart healthy ; liver natural ; 
stomach and intestines healthy, though much contracted ; bladder and 
uterus healthy. ‘The right ovarium was a little enlarged and flattened, 
the yori. Fallopian tube natural; the left Fallopian tube was 
also natural. e left ovarium was lost in a large sac, formed from its 
peritoneal covering. ‘This sac extended over to the right ovarium and 
adhered to it, and downwards between the vagina and rectum to the 
perineum ; it was judged capable of holding two quarts, and resembled 
the gravid uterus very much in color. When opened, it was found to con- 
tain about one pint of fluid similar to that discharged from time to time 
during the last two months of life; also hair and the bones of a fetus, 
some of which were perfectly ossified. ‘These remains adhered to the 
sac in the region of the left ovarium. The bones of this would corres- 
ow in size with those of a healthy foetus four months old, but the ossi- 
tion would indicate it to be nine. 

Taking all the circumstances of this case into consideration, it appears 
probable that this extra-uterine fcetation took place in the spring of 1841, 
6 months prior to the natural impregnation which followed ; and that 
the tumor, which appeared in the winter of 1841-42, and continued to 
trouble her ever after, was the consequence. Geo. Cogswe.t. 

Bradford, June 16th, 1845. 
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Male Nurses.—A note has been received from Mr. Browne (whose ad- 
vertisement, in which he offers his services as a male nurse, may be found 
in to-day’s Journal), stating that he has not yet been able to find sufficient 
employment in Boston. We discover no cause for changing our opinions, 
expressed in a late No. of the Journal, respecting the expediency of male 
nurses to attend on the sick of their own sex. That such a class of 
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nurses is required, in a city of one hundred thousand persons, cannot be 
ioned. The only reason why Mr. Browne, who seems qualified for 
his duties, has not had full employment, must be imputed to the simple cir- 
cumstance of his being a stranger. He has indeed started a new business, 
the utility of which all will admit, but the great public are still ignorant 
of the matter. If he confines himself strictly to this profession, and is 
careful to discharge the duties and responsibilities he assumes, honestly and 
faithfully, which we have no doubt he will do, we think he must succeed. 
Mr. Martain, another apparently well-qualified person, has called upon 
us to state that he has for several years performed the duties of a male 
nurse. He is also well recommended, as may be seen by his advertise- 
ment. It is therefore ible, that instead of there being but one in the 
city, as at first su , there may be half a dozen, and each one suppose 
himself the individual referred to in a late editorial paragraph. 


Warm Salt-water Baths.—At Cragie’s may in this city, an estab- 
lishment is in successful operation for bathing, that should have the gene- 
ral countenance of the citizens. In the first place, warm salt-water baths, 
for a variety of diseases, are far superior to warm fresh water,,or to cold 
of either kind. Medical gentlemen, however, give advice, in that matter, 
according to the individual circumstances of those consulting them. On 
the score of personal cleanliness, also, the warm salt baths have an advan- 
tage in the heat of summer, over all others. Heretofore the cost has 
been an objection to availing one’s self of the benefits accruing from this 
aid to health. At Cragie’s Bridge, the proprietor has with the 
low fare system, and the consequence is, his custom is immense. For 
less money than the fuel would cost for heating a furnace, a large volume 
of ocean water is drawn, at any temperature required. The rooms also 
are neat, and the napkins and brushes in excellent keeping. We hope 
our professional neighbors will recollect this fact, and encourage their 
= aa to avail themselves of the sanitary auxiliaries of the establishment. 

ery many, who are dosing themselves with pills or powders, would derive 
more real service from having the tepid salt baths at the Bridge, than by 
swallowing a hundred dollars worth of drugs. 


Principles and Illustrations of Pathological Anatomy.—With the ac- 
curate and important work by Dr. Hope, the American physician is 
already familiar, in its London dress. ‘In fact, the essentials of the text 
have been re-prodaced in the United States, in such forms as to create a 
desire to possess the entire production, which can now be obtained, as it 
has been prepared in a very beautiful manner by an enterprising publishing 
house at Cincinnati. No commendations in favor of Dr. Hope’s system of 
pathological anatomy need be urged, even without plates ; but it should be 
extensively known that the first American edition, with illustrations, is 
really unrivalled as a imen of art, and is honorable to the artists who 
prepared the plates. M. Lawson, M.D., the Professor of Pathological 
Anatomy at the Transylvania University Medical Institution, Lexington, 
Ky., is the editor. His additions are enclosed in brackets, and therefore 
easily recognized. ‘There was not much for him to do, which is a suffi- 
cient apology for his not having added more. By careful scrutiny, he ap- 
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pears to have kept the volume free from those typographical errors, which 
sometimes distort the author’s views. There are 359 pages of letter press, 
and 47 plates, of the size of the page, on thick, firm, white paper, inter- 
leaved with tissue, giving 252 distinct colored drawings, illustrative of 
the morbid condition and actual appearances of parts that were examined 
and copied after death. We hope the book may have a place in every 
poet library, especially since the price does not operate against its cir- 
ation. 


Siamese Treatise on Vaccination.—With a view to enlighten the peo- 
ple of Siam, and overcome their prejudices against the newly introduced 
— of smallpox, the great periodical scourge of that country, Dr. 

radley, the well-known American missionary, now residing there, has 
written a treatise in their own language. As to reading the treatise, 
one might as well attempt translating the characters on Dighton Rock. 
However, there is an English title-page, running thus :—‘* Treatise 
on Vaccination, oe uae a Narrative of the Introduction and success- 
Sul Propagation of Vaccination in Siam, 1840 and 1844. By D. B. Brad- 
ley, M.D. 500 copies.” Both China and Siam, Burmah and Persia, are 
under an everlasting obligation to the medical profession of the United 
States, who have taught the inhabitants of those countries the value of 
institutions that appertain to christianity ; and they have especially demon- 
strated that the science of medicine and surgery comes not from the prac- 
tice of priestly incantations or exorcisms, but from studying the laws of 
life, the structure of the human body, and from a careful ingathering of 
the fruits of experience in all ages and countries. Through the confi- 
dence which the people of heathen nations repose in foreign physicians, 
the missionary has frequently been enabled to introduce the christian re- 
ligion, with all its advantages, where diabolical customs, subversive of 
health, peace and natural rights, have oppressed the people through a 
hundred generations. 


Buffalo Medical Journal.—Here is another new medical journal, ex- 
hibiting talent, originality and industry, to be published monthly, at one 
dollar a year in advance, and edited by Austin Flint, M.D. We are ad- 
vocates for free trade, and therefore like competition, since it gives life to 
business, Dr. Flint is a good writer, and well known to the 
fession through this Journal. Every encouragement should be given 
him, for there is room enough for us all. There is need enough, too, of 
all the power that can be brought into the field, to stay the devastating en- 
ergies of unblushing quackery. The editor will please accept our kind 
wishes. Whenever we can do him a service, he has only to ask and 
receive. 


Extraction of Teeth.—Within less than half a dozen years, a certain 
Mr. Caldwell, hailing as a dentist, from Philadelphia, made the attempt 
to acquire terrestrial immortality, not precisely by force of arms, but by 
drawing teeth. He talked largely of a certain binding thread, that no 
anatomist ever saw or ever will see, which he christened Agamentum dentis. 
According to his notions, it holds the teeth in their sockets, something 


like twine over the cork of a beer bottle. According to this alveolar 
theory, by simply cutting the string, a man’s molars may be picked out 
so easily that, instead of being painful, it becomes pleasant amusement to 
clear the jaws, just as a farmer would knock out the loosened iron teeth 
of a harrow. A scheme so ridiculous, and so plainly detected, was at 
once exposed. To our amazement, he is at work again, reviving the old 
humbug. In Stockton’s Dental Intelligencer, he has been permitted to 
insert ten columns on the subject of extraction of teeth, which have about 
as much relation to science, as the moon beams have to elictricity. If 
Mr. Stockton is desirous of having his paper die an unnatural death—and 
that right speedily—let the ligamentum is discoverer have one more 
chance to defend his claims. 


Dartmouth College.—With their accustomed energy, the faculty of the 
Medical Department of Dartmouth College have made all needful prepa- 
rations for the coming lecture term, which opens the 4th of August. That 
day was selected, with a view to giving students an opportunity of attend- 
ing the intellectual exercises of the annual commencement—July 30th 
and 3ist. We recommend to all who propose being medically educated 
at that venerable institution, to arrange their busines so as to be present 
on commencement day. We sincerely wish it were convenient to with- 
draw from the dradgery of every-day city life, long enough to be there 
ourselves, on that interesting occasion. 


Vermont Medical College-—The public anniversary exercises of this 
institution took place on the 11th inst. The anniversary address was de- 
livered by Hon. W. R. Ranney, M.D., of Townshend. It was a pro- 
duction of much merit, and was well received by the audience. ‘The 
subject of the address was the difficulties and respvasibilities of profes- 
sional men. 

The degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred on the following 
named young gentlemen. S. S. Bement, of Conway, Mass.; A. E. Bige- 
low, of Brookfield; G. N. Brigham, of Waitsfield; D. Brooks, of West- 
moreland, N. H.; H. S. Chase, of Woodstock ; W. E. Clarke, of Roches- 
ter, N. Y.; L. L. Cushman, of Berkshire ; E. B. Danforth, of Barnard ; 
C. B. Darling, of Lyndon; S. Earl, of Westford; G S. Guernsey, of 
Rochester; L. W. Hammond, of Fleming, N. Y.; F. B. Hatheway, of 
Georgia; G. H. Hubbard, of South Bradford, N. H.; T. M. Ingraham, 
of Armenia, N. Y.; N. Jenks, of Canada; W. Mather, of Sempronius, 
N. Y.; S. Marsh, of Hartland; A. Miller, of Westminster; S. Nichols, 
of Harrisburgh, Pa,; W. Oakes, of Moira, N. Y.; D. K. Pearsons, of 
Hartford; IL. R. Rood, of Worcester ; J. R. Smith, of Gilmanton, N. H. ; 
G. A. Shurtleff, of Wareham, Mass. 

The honorary degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred on Dr. 
William W. Conway, of Wrentham, Mass., and on Dr. Chauncy Bedell, 
of St. Catharines, Canada West. 

The board of examiners, consisting of the committee appointed by the 
Supreme Court and Dr. Ranney of "Townshend, and Dr. Dewey of Mont- 
pelier, delegates from the State Medical Society, expressed themselves 
highly gratified with the very satisfactory manner in which the candidates 
for degrees acquitted themselves on the examination. 
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Casarean Operation.—We are informed that Dr. Shipman, of Cortland- 
ville, N. Y., performed this operation recently on a woman 41 years of age. 
She had been in labor four days, and was attended by three skilful physi- 
cians. Delivery by turning, forceps, and craniotomy, was tried, but with- 
out success. A large ovarian tumor was found to be the cause of difficulty. 
The Cwsarean operation was strongly solicited by the patient and her 
friends, but was unsuccessful, as she lived but one hour after it. The ute- 
rus was found much thickened and on the point of gangrene. We hope 
a fuller report will be furnished by Dr. S. 


The Grape Cure in Russia.—Those who have practised in Russia 
will have been made conversant with the cure be raisin. 1 [Sir G. Le- 
fevre] had an opportunity of becoming so when in the south of the empire, 
and in a grape country. It is necessary to state in what this cure con- 
sists, and for what class of diseases it is recommended. ‘he batter may 
be dismissed at once, by stating that all those functional nervous affec- 
tions which resist the routine of treatment generally employed, are the 
cases which may be so benefited, seeing that the discipline is more in- 
tolerable than the disorders for which it is instituted. A lady of rank 
leaves her bed of down and cushioned canopy, and migrates into the 
country—turns a poor family out of their habitation (not without making 
them an ample recompense) and becomes the tenant of a filthy hut. This 
is part of the cure, viz. : to forego all luxury, to sleep in the peasant’s crib, 
to sit upon his bench, and to avoid anything in the shape of comfort. 
The frape alone for meat—the grape for drink ; a small quantity of dry 
bread is, perhaps, allowed. This is continued for the space of three 
wecks, and it is no wonder, if all circumstances are taken into conside- 
ration, that a cure is effected. I have known people of the highest rank 
subject themselves to such discipline, and have full faith in its results. It 
is homeopathy and hydropathy in another shape, and as the Italians say 
of all the varieties of form in which they make their pastes, c’est tou- 
jours du macaroni.—Medico-Chir. Review. 


Medical Miscellany.—Dr. Brockway, of Albany, has commenced a suit 
against the New York and Fulton Ferry Co., to recover damages for injury 
to his leg in crossing the river. Damages laid at 50,000 dollars.—Passed 
Assistant Surgeon Ed. J. Rutter, ordered to the Brig Washington, on the 
coast survey.—At Perth Amboy is a chalybeate spring, per valuable 
curative properties.—Dr. Paine, of New York, was lately severely injured 
by the upsetting of a stage between Ballston and Schenectady, N. Y.— 
Passed Assistant Surgeon J. S. White, U. S. N., detached from the Flirt, 
ordered to the Navy Yard at Norfolk. Assistant Surgeon O. F Baxter, 
ordered to the Flirt.—It is asserted that Dr. Brewster, the American den- 
tist, a native of Connecticut, now the fashionable operator in Paris, has an 
income of 20,000 dollars a year from his profession.—There was much 
sickness at Cape Haytien, at a late date. 


Dien,—At White Oak Springs, Wisconsin, Lemuel W. Washburn, M.D. 
formerly of Taunton, Mass., 33. 


Number of deaths in Boston, for the week ending June, 2),43—Males, 24; Females, 19. Still 5. 
Of consumption, 13—disease of the heart, |—intemperance, ]—lung fever, 3—accidental, 3—scar 
fever, $—inflammation of the bowels, 3—convulsione, 2—disease of the bowels, 1—smalipox, 1— 
2—inflammation of the of the lungs, 1—dropsy on the 
i—typhus fever, 1—marasmus, l—old age, 1—croup 
Under 5 17—between 5 and 20 years. 5— between 20 and 60 years, 15—over 60 years,6. 
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Pyromania.—Incendiary Madness.—Pyromania seems a modification 
of the blind impulse to destroy. While traceable to perversion of the 
will and sentiments, it may be provoked by malice, revenge, or other mo- 
tives common to the vicious and unsound mind. A very large number of 
the cases which have been most carefully examined have occurred in mere 
children, or extremely young females, who, when able to explain their 
conduct, have assigned no more intelligible reason than a desire to witness 
a conflagration. The disease is occasionally epidemic or imitative, affects 
various individuals unconnected by consanguinity or intercourse in succes- 
sion, and spreads desolation and terror over a whole country. This should 
be kept in view when such acts are investigated judicially ; for madmen 
may be mingled with anarchists ; or the act of the malicious or rebellious 
incendiary may have suggested a similar course to the excited imagina- 
tion or distempered propensities of the pyromaniac. At precisely the 
samé time in 1830, when such devastation was committed in England by 
rick-burners, bands of young women perpetrated similar ravages in France 
without apparent object or design. ‘They were regarded and treated, and 
perhaps wisely, as lunatics. The involuntary propensity to burn is gene- 
rally associated with bodily disturbance, an undeveloped constitution, and 
mental imbecility, but it is not necessarily so. It may likewise be the 
element of a mind combining strong intellect, serenity, and self-control. 
It has occasionally been developed as the last atrocity of despotism, or the 
wildest erraticism of genius. If combined with the monomania of pride and 
superstition, the patient burns a palace or a cathedral ; if with the tendency 
to suicide, he casts himself into the fire; if goaded by imaginary in- 
sults or injuries, the property of an enemy is selected; but if the desire 
be blind, insensate, impetuous, the destruction isindiscriminate. Persons 
laboring under the impulse, not merely disregard life, they act as if it 
were invulnerable, and caress the flame they have produced, and almost 
invariably and anxiously watch its progress. One of this class, who was 
not a suicide, has been observed to handle ignited coals as if they were 
harmless, and, after setting fire to a sofa, sit quietly down upon the burn- 
ing cloth as if to court immolation. Another inmate, who originally 
manifested her derangement by attempting to destroy farm produce, still, 
upon all favorable occasions, consigns her dress to the fire, without regard 
to the value of the article or to her own comfort, and obviously derives 
intense gratification from the brilliant flame which she has produced. 
This woman, although passionate, and so irrational as to recognize in her 
fellow patients, former friends and acquaintances, disguised as females, is 
acute, cunning, and perfectly conscious of the culpable and dangerous 
nature of her irresistible propensities. —Report of the Crichton (Eng- 
land) Asylum. 


New Medical Works in London.—Observations on Variola Vaccina, or 
Cowpock. By Sir Matthew John Tierney, Bart., &c. &c.—Observations 
on the Growth and Irregularities of Children’s Teeth, followed by remarks 
and advice on the Teeth in general, with a short essay on Artificial Teeth. 
—The Diagnosis, Prevention, and ‘Treatment, of Diseases of the Heart, 
and of Aneurism, with Observations on Rheumatism. By J. J. Furnivall, 
M.D., late Physician to the Infirmary at Hertford.—Lectures on Subjects 
connected with Clinical Medicine, comprising Diseases of the Heart, By 
P. M. Latham, M.D., Physician Extraordinary to the Queen, 
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